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Financial regulation 

The future of ETC will depend on the proposal by the Commission, the views of the Member States and MEPs and of 

course of the available budget to be agreed later. Commission proposals will have to pass the Council and European 

Parliament. Whilst some Member States are in favour of reducing the overall budget, the MEPs have voted a 

Resolution supporting very clearly ETC.  

 

Legal package 2014-2020 – main considerations for ETC 

DG REGIO is now preparing an almost ready draft of the new Regulation. The new legal package plans following main 

elements: 

 From three to two policy objectives: Development (former convergence (objective 1) and competitiveness 
(objective 2)) and Cooperation (ETC). 

 3 strands: Keeping the existing ETC architecture with 3 existing strands. 

 A more strategic approach:  

o ETC to fit more into the regional plans, through integration of ETC dimension into the national 
plans. 

o More strategic choices and fewer themes or priorities; possibly, OPs could already indicate flagship 
projects. 

 Macro-regional strategies: Where applicable, the link between macro-regional strategies and ETC 
programmes should appear in the OP. 

 Synergies: Strengthen the link between ETC and other programmes which have available budgets for large 
investments, while ETC has the cooperation expertise.  

 Programme budget: Experience shows the “I want my money back” approach in some countries and regions. 
Commission proposes to move away from a country allocation to a programme allocation, more in line with 
the spirit of cooperation. Such shift would enable to focus more on project quality and less on absorption of 
funds. The allocation method would take into consideration several factors like GDP per capita, differences 
in GDP within a programme area, areas with specific problems (socio-economic development, scarcely 
populated areas etc). Programme authorities are invited to support this proposal with their Member State, 
as the final decision will be taken by the Council.  

 Implementation rules: A simplification is needed, although all elements in the implementation regulation 
do have a reason for their existence. A sound reflection is needed. Simplification can be speeded up if there 
are many similarities between programmes.  

 

INTERACT working group on programme management 2014-2020 – main considerations 

 Programming process: It is important to start the programming process in time, using experience from the 
last period. Setting up a good programme partnership involving all stakeholders and the Commission is 
essential. The partnership should allocate programme budget to the needs of the region. New OPs need to 
be operational quickly, to avoid any gap between the end of this period and the start of next period. 

 Implementation tools:  
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o Application form: simplification is needed with a simple and readable template 

o Assessment criteria: the main three assessment criteria to be addressed are: “Why is the project 
needed?”, “What is the expected impact of the project?”, “Are all partners committed and 
competent?”.  

o Reporting forms / monitoring checklists: Commission is interested about: 

- progress of project implementation 

- spending progress 

- issues encountered in project implementation and solutions 

- quality of project cooperation 

- detailed information on some of the projects  

 Legal documents:  

- Method: One should use and improve the existing documents by providing templates and 
guidance documents.  

- Rules of procedure of Monitoring Committee: In the future period the Monitoring Committee 
should have a more important role. Legal documents must be solid (e.g. provide for a safe 
financial framework) and be acceptable by all partners, so that the MC can concentrate its work 
on strategic programming.  

 

Questions and answers session 

 Can a database for comparison of projects across programmes (like in ENPI CBC) be set up by DG REGIO?  

If needed, such a database could be envisaged. 

 Can programmes finance 2014-2020 programme preparation from the current technical assistance 

budget?  

This was possible in the last period (provided the programme area is similar), so it should be possible this 

time as well – confirmation to be obtained.  

 Will the role of the Commission in the Monitoring Committees (MC) be changed in the next period?  

The only possible change for the Commission would be to chair MC meetings, if Member States agree.  

 Development needs of border regions are very different across Europe and within a country, how will 

programme allocation take account of such needs? 

Programming will certainly be discussed between Commission and Member States.  

 Preparation of the regulations and strategic programming should involve the Member State level, not so 

much the practitioners’ level 

Member States are consulted by the Commission through various consultations and will be associated to the 

decision-making through the Council. 

 

Conclusions 

 STRATEGY: ETC to become more strategic 

 SYNERGIES: Better links to the other programmes, policies and strategies 

 SIMPLIFICATION: Easier to implement 

 COOPERATION: ETC must have a genuine cooperation element! 

 


