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136 NEW PROJECTS TO 
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE 
IN CENTRAL EUROPE

The CENTRAL EUROPE Programme received 136 projects within its third 
call for project proposals.

“It is obvious that there is still a high number of new 
and fresh ideas on how to improve the quality of life in 
the Central Europe area. The fi gure speaks for itself: 136 
projects were submitted within the third call for project 

proposals”, said 
Barbara di Piazza, 
Head of Joint Tech-
nical Secretariat 
of the programme 
commenting on 
the fi rst results af-
ter the closure of 
the call on 7 May 
2010.

After having al-
ready approved 
66 projects du-
ring the fi rst and 

second call which were held in 2008 and 2009, the 
new projects will be evaluated in the coming months 
to select those that promise to deliver the best results. 
The assessment of the received project proposals will 
therefore concentrate on the transnational value of the 
project’s topic, the partnership involved, the degree of 
innovation and the impact of project’s activities on the 
Programme area. 

MOST PROJECTS SUBMITTED UNDER THE 
PRIORITY INNOVATION

Out of the 136 projects submitted, 52 (38%) of them 
targeted the thematic priority innovation, 13 (10%) 
accessibility, 34 (25%) environment and 37 (27%) compe-
titiveness of cities and regions. 

A total of around 1251 Project Partners are involved in 
the submitted project proposals. The breakdown of the 
project partners according to the CENTRAL EUROPE area 
countries is the following: Italy 270, Germany 176, Slove-
nia 166, Hungary 152, Poland 146, the Czech Republic 130, 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
136 new projects submit-
ted within the 3rd call for 
proposals... page 1

Dos and don’ts for potenti-
al applicants... page 2

Innovation is the key... 
page 3

www.central2013.eu re-
launched... page 6

TransWaste... page 7

BATCo... page 9

Listen to the Voice of Villa-
ges... page 10



Page 2 

/////////////

022010
Newsflash

Austria 119 and 
the Slovak Re-
public 79. Fur-
thermore, the 
received ap-
plications also 
involve project 
partners from 
other EU coun-
tries: four from 
Belgium and 
one partner 
each from the 
United King-
dom, Malta, 

Spain and Estonia. Additionally, the projects also include 
fi ve partners from the Ukraine.

The programme was also able to attract a high number 
of private partners during this second call. Ten of these 
partners are also prepared to act as Lead Partner, which 
is exclusively possible under priority 1. 

ALMOST 255 MILLION EURO ERDF RE-
QUESTED

The received applications altogether requested 254 mil-
lion Euro of ERDF co-funding. The total budget of all pro-
ject proposals thus accounts for 317 million Euros.

DOS AND DON’TS FOR 
POTENTIAL APPLICANTS

Central Europe Programme supports potential applicants.

Submitting a project idea requires a lot of 
knowledge. Therefore – as it was done for 
the fi rst and second call – the Central Euro-
pe Programme organised two Lead Applicant 
Briefi ngs in Cracow and Bratislava to support 
project promoters and provided prospective 
applicants with individual consultations.

During the morning session the potential ap-
plicants received information on the formal 
criteria of the call, as well as valuable informa-

136 project proposals 
submitted; almost 255 
million Euro ERDF re-
quested
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tion on success factors for their project development, 
for activities and partnership, communication and fi -
nances.

Following this session participants had the opportunity 
to discuss their project idea with members of the Joint 
Technical Secretariat.

The total number of 220 participants during the 
two Lead Applicant Briefi ngs in Cracow, Poland 
and Bratislava, Slovak Republic shows the high 
interest in the programme and submitting a 
project in one of the four priorities. 

More than 50 individual consultations were given du-
ring the Lead Applicants Briefi ngs. Having a look at the 
consultations according to priorities it is clearly noticea-
ble that the consultations were mirrored by the number 
of projects submitted in the third call some weeks later. 
Also here, the priorities 1 – innovation – and 4 – compe-
titiveness of cities and regions were the most requested 
ones. 

INNOVATION IS THE KEY - 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
IN STUTTGART

Being one of the four priorities of the Central Euro-
pe Programme, innovation is seen as one of the main 
driving forces for economical growth not just for the 

Central Europe area, but for the 
whole EU. A congress in Stutt-
gart highlighted this fact and 
searched for new ways on how 
regions can strengthen their po-
tentials in this respect. 

Innovation is a key factor for 
competitiveness of enterprises, 
research facilities and regions 
within the European Union. The 
new Commissioner for inno-
vation policy, Ms. Geoghegan-

Quinn, identifi ed research and development as the key 
to economic recovery and research plays a fundamental 
role in the recently published Europe 2020 strategy, in 
which the main goals to be reached until 2020 are laid 
down.

Lead Applicant Briefi ng Semi-
nars for potential applicants 

held in Cracow and Bratislava

International Congress in 
Stuttgart
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Therefore the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme, together 
with the Enterprise Europe Network Baden-Württem-
berg, Steinbeis-Europa-Zentrum and the Ministry of 
Economics Baden-Württemberg, organised the public 
congress “Strategies for Innovation and Competitiven-
ess in Europe” on 14 and 15 April 2010 in Stuttgart. 

Two different perspectives of innovation were tackled 
within this event: 
 the transfer of knowledge from research to business 
practice; and

 the transfer of innovation within a region and between 
European regions.

More than 400 people accepted the invitation and gai-
ned insight into theoretical and practical work on inno-
vation and possibilities the EU offers to strengthen in-
novation on a regional, national and transnational level.  

PLENARY SESSION
“Although we are an economically strong region, we 
benefi t threefold from the European Union”, said the 
minister of Economics in Baden-Württemberg, Ernst 
Pfi ster, during his welcoming speech. “Economically 
through the export trade of our companies, strate-
gically through bundling research priorities and fi -
nancially through funds coming from the European 
Union.”  

Talking on innovation exchange and challenges and 
possibilities for SMEs in EU regions, Anna Rogut from 
the University of Lodz emphasized that European 
Programmes may be a promising backup, if they are 
real placed and sectoral based. 

CENTRAL EUROPE WORKSHOPS
The Central Europe Programme organised two work-
shops during the event. In the fi rst workshop “A regions 
view on innovation. How to further stimulate innovati-
on in European macro regions”, Christine Krammer-Ben-
segger from the Monitoring Committee of the Central 
Europe Programme emphasized during her welcome 
speech that in this programme bridge builders are most 
wanted as it is a very new programme and therefore 
new bridges must be build, which perhaps already exist 
in „older“ programmes. 

Anders Lindholm coming from the DG Regio in the Euro-
pean Commission presented some lessons learnt from 
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the Baltic Sea Strategy. Having a look on innovation Lind-
holm said that Structural Funds have more and more 
shifted towards innovation. Like in other macro regions, 
in the Baltic Sea best performing and very innovative 
regions work together with least innovative countries. 
“Nevertheless, as the projects which are built up under 
the Strategy, as for example on the issues of Clusters, 
Health science and infrastructure for innovation show, 
each region can still learn from the others.” 

Michael Theurer, Member of the European Parliament 
stated that it is crucial to integrate the regions in the 
process of overcoming the fi nancial crises. “All innovati-
on is local”, he said. 99% of European economy is based 
on small and medium sized enterprises, but only 9 % 
participate in the Single Market, making his point clear. 
He is convinced that European Programmes may start 

the process and they are necessary, he is con-
vinced. “You have to put energy in to reach a 
higher level.” 
Krzysztof Krzysztofi ak, President of the Ma-
lopolska Regional Development Agency in 

Cracow showed the importance of innovation in his re-
gion. “In Cracow of today the university is the biggest 
employer and the region became an ICT hub”, he said. 
“We were successful in transforming the town and its 
surroundings from a coal based economy to a know-
ledge based economy.” 

Coming from the University of Vienna, Dimitris Karagi-
annis showed the importance of regional assistance to 
support innovation for small and medium sized com-
panies. In a start up phase to establish enterprises in 
the regions and after that to guarantee a sustainable 
existence through legal -, business -, technology com-
pliance and governance. “But money is not everything”, 
he warns, “it also needs, the manpower and the ideas 
behind it.” 

Daniel Zwicker Schwarm from the German Institute 
of Urban Affairs in Berlin, presented the results of a re-
search on innovation projects which were funded by 
the European Union in the last funding period. Among 
others he mentioned the development of joint stan-
dards and procedures for (transnational) introduc-
tion and application of innovations, preparation and 
mobilization of R&D infrastructure and investments 
and the transnational networking, innovation strate-
gies and joint platforms which have the advantages of 
size (critical mass, synergies, marketing) as positive ef-
fects of transnational cooperation projects. But he also 

Innovation is a key factor for 
competitiveness of enterprises, 

research facilities and regions 
within the European Union.
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indentifi ed the integration of private companies in 
transnational activities and the sustainability of project 
results (instruments, platforms etc.) as major challen-
ges for the future. 

In a second discussion round under the title „Innovative 
Angles in transnational EU Programmes“ participants 
had the possibility to gain information on running pro-
jects which are co-funded with the support of diffe-
rent transnational programmes. Beside three projects 
co-fi nanced by the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme, also 

projects coming from the Alpine Space 
Programme, the North-West Europe 
Programme and the Baltic Sea Program-
me were presented and ideas were ex-
changed on their content and their out-
comes.  

CROSS FERTILISATION 
WORKSHOP

Before the offi cial start of the Congress, 
the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme invi-
ted all projects which were approved in 
priority 1 – innovation – so far to parti-
cipate in a Cross Fertilisation Workshop 
in order to fi nd better synergies and co-
operation possibilities among them.  

WWW.CENTRAL2013.EU 
RE-LAUNCHED

A website is the window to the outside 
world. Finding a mix of interesting and 
valuable information and easy navigati-
on was the challenge for the re-launch 
of the Central Europe website, which 
was done in March 2010.
 „There is a lot of valuable information, 
but it is hard to fi nd“. This was the most 
common reaction on the CENTRAL EU-
ROPE website coming from the users so 
far. With the new design and some new 
features this concern will belong to the 
past. After being online for three years 
with the same design, the CENTRAL 
EUROPE Programme has decided to 
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re-launch its website, to make the website clearer in its 
structure and its navigation easier. 

“The new website is more user-friendly and the infor-
mation on relevant documents is more accessible now 
both for potential applicants and partners of approved 
projects”, said the Head of the Joint Technical Secretari-
at of the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme, Barbara Di Piaz-
za when commenting on the improvements of the new 
web design. 

The potential of the CENTRAL EUROPE area is presented 
with economic data of the 62 EU regions involved in the 
Programme and their current involvement in the CEN-
TRAL EUROPE projects. Programme relevant informati-
on, like news, project ideas and Programme events, are 
visually more prominent. Furthermore, descriptions of 
all approved projects are available online.

INFORMAL WASTE COLLEC-
TIONS ARE COMMONPLACE IN 
CENTRAL EUROPE

Shipping waste from one side of a border to another is often an item 
causing challenges in environmental, economic, and social fi elds. 
TRANSWASTE, a project funded by the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme 
is dealing with this issue and trying to fi nd solutions for all interest 
groups involved.

Have you ever noticed cars packed with electric and 
electronic goods as for example washing machines, 
computers or vehicles transporting chairs or even tables 
on the top of their roofs crossing the borders between 
two countries? What is quite a common picture often 
is a risk for the environment, economy and social life. 
“Used items, like used Electrical and Electronic Equip-
ment, scrap metal, furniture and used clothes, are regu-
larly collected by non-authorised people without any 
statutory permits. These types of goods are for the one 
waste, for the other still useable goods. Informal waste 
collection and the following transboundary shipment 
of used items cause challenges in environmental, eco-
nomic, and social fi elds”, says Andrea Kobler, communi-
cation manager of the project TRANSWASTE.

“Ecological problems arise when parts of the collected 
items which are not useable anymore are disposed at 
inadequate places. Both improper waste handling and 

www.transwaste.eu
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disposal (especially littering) may contribute to serious 
environmental impacts. Financial challenges arise be-
cause of revenues from recyclable fractions that form 
the fi nancial basis for modern waste management sys-
tems. Therefore informal activities in waste collection 
and transboundary shipment compete with authorised 

municipal and private waste collection structures. 
The social condition of informal collectors has to 
be considered as well as the activity of informal 
collection forms an important source of income 
for them. In addition informal collectors very of-

ten endanger their own health by treating hazardous 
waste improperly”, explains Kobler.

The CENTRAL EUROPE project TRANSWASTE deals with 
the issue of informal waste picking in Central Europe 
as this is a phenomenon which not only takes place in 
countries of the so called Developing Countries, but also 
in the middle of Europe. The project has almost fi nalised 
its fi rst output. As data is very rare in this fi eld Trans-
waste carried out a study in Germany, Austria, Poland, 
Hungary and Slovakia on how much waste is collected 
informally, how much of it is brought from one side of 
a border to another, what kind of 
waste this includes and what the 
reasons behind these activities 
are.  

As far as the origin is concerned, 
most waste pickers in Austria 
come from Hungary (69%), while 
others come from Slovakia, Bul-
garia, Czech Republic, Slovenia 
and Romania. In Germany most 
of the people come from the 
Czech Republic (29%) and Poland 
(25%) to collect waste, but also 
from Hungary, Romania, Ukraine 
and Lithuania. In Slovakia most collectors come from 
their own country, but also Hungarians collect the was-
te in Slovakia. In Hungary and Poland two sides of in-
formal collecting activities exist. Collections take place 
within the country but also outside the country and are 
brought from abroad. 

The type of waste which is collected is the same in eve-
ry country, the study says: used Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment, metals, furniture, clothing, bicycles, tyres, 
tools, toys, fi re wood, lawn mower, PC and sport and lei-
sure utilities.

TRANSWASTE deals with 
the issue of informal 

waste picking in Central 
Europe 
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The amount of informal collected waste can be shown 
in the fi gures for Austria: around 80.000 tonnes per 
year. This complies with 15 % of the offi cially collected 
bulky waste and Electrical and Electronic Equipment.

The gathered information will help the project to achie-
ve its next results, to create a win-win situation for all 
involved parties. 

HIGH RANKING KICK OFF
Most second call projects started their activities within the last months. 
Often in form of a public event. The event of the project CENTRAL EU-
ROPE project BATCo showed that projects may attract high ranking po-
liticians.

During the kick off meeting in Klagenfurt, Austria on 
15 April 2010 the project was able to welcome partici-
pants coming from transport and infrastructure minis-
tries from Austria, Poland the Slovak Republic and Italy 
as well as different regional governors. Also Paolo Costa, 
former Member of the European Parliament and actual 
president of the Port of Venice and Harald Eichler from 
the University of Graz took part in the event.

In case of BATCo the political support for the project is 
of major importance. Dealing with the Baltic Adriatic 
Corridor, a high speed rail axis reaching from Gdansk 
in Poland to Bologna in Italy, the project will bring new 
fi ndings on the relevance of this corridor as transport, 
cooperation and economic area. Additionally, the inter-
action between different transport systems such as rail-
way and ports will be discussed. 

The governor of Carinthia in 
Austria, Gerhard Dörfl er em-
phasised during his speech 
the importance of the project 
BATCo and said that it is an 
important step for European 
cooperation and a European 
transport future. Ursula Ko-
walczyk from the Ministry of 
Infrastructure in Poland ag-
reed in stating that coopera-
tion and networking as well 

as lobbying on EU level will be of major importance to 
make the project successful at the end. Until now only 
the axis between Gdansk and Vienna is declared as EU’s 
priority axis within the Trans-European Transport Net-
work (TEN-T).

offi ce@balticadriatic.net

“High speed transport 
axes are axes of pros-
perity”
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Harald Eichler of the University of Graz explained the 
high ecological value of the project as well as the eco-
nomic benefi ts which could be generated through an 
improved tourism situation. “High speed transport axes 
are axes of prosperity”, he quoted the Swiss transport 
geographer and spatial researcher Paul Messerli.

“LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF 
VILLAGES” WILL PRESENT FIRST 
FINDINGS DURING INTERNATI-
ONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAI-
NABLE TOURISM.

Disseminating project results to a wide ranking target group is one of 
the duties of all approved projects. The CENTRAL EUROPE project “Lis-
ten to the Voice of Villages” is able to do this in front of a worldwide 
audience. 

The BEST Education Network, an international consor-
tium of educators from around the world committed 
to furthering the development and dissemination of 
knowledge in the fi eld of sustainable tourism is holding 
its international congress “Think Tank X”, entitled “Net-
working for Sustainable Tourism” in Vienna from 27 – 30 
June 2010. 

During the event, research is presented, sustainable 
tourism topics are addressed and research and educa-
tional materials for use in undergraduate education 
are developed. Within this year’s congress everything is 
about networking and high lightening the importance 
of the promotion and implementation of more sustai-
nable practices in tourism. 
 
The Central Europe project “Listen to the Voice of Vil-
lages” is dealing with tourism potentials in rural areas 
and the increase of competitiveness and the attractive-
ness of these rural marginal territories. Having achieved 

www.listentothe
voiceofvillages.org
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interesting fi ndings in this respect, the project partner 
coming from the University of Trento in Italy has partici-
pated in the call for papers for the “Think Tank X”. 

Focusing on results of research and analysis done for 
the project, the paper entitled “Establishing a Network 
of European Rural Villages for the Development of Sus-
tainable Tourism”, was recommended for acceptance by 
the scientifi c committee of the BEST Education Network 
and will therefore be presented during the event. 
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